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Welcome! 
 

We are delighted that you have tuned in today to join us online as we live 
together through these very challenging times.  It is perhaps more 
important than ever to reflect on God’s great love for all the world and our 
call to reach out to one another in responsible and appropriate ways that 
reflect that same love. 

 

This morning’s Eucharist comes live from the Parish Church of St Mary 
Magdalene in Woodstock and is led by the Revd Dr Shaun Henson, 
Associate Priest within the Benefice.  The preacher is the Dr Alison 
Baverstock, Ordinand at Wycliffe Hall, Oxford.  The reader this morning is 
Ruth Chaloner and the intercessions are led by Jenifer Wates.  The organist 
is Tom McCoy and the cantor is Adina Henson. 
 

 

 
 

About this service… 
The entire order of service is contained here including the texts of the 
bible readings.    
 

In the second half of the service, we celebrate Holy Communion.  This will 
inevitably feel strange not being able physically to receive the bread and 
the wine but we hope and pray that through taking part in this way, you 
will feel that you have engaged in a spiritual communion with the living 
God.  Please, from home, sing the hymns and join in the responses! 
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FINANCES IN A TIME OF LOCKDOWN… 
 

Creator God,  
Giver of all Givers,  

the Ultimate Generous God, 
I praise your name for giving to me the highest gift of all, 

 your Son, Jesus Christ. 
Thank you, God, that you bless me abundantly,  

so that in all things and at all times, 
having all that I need,  

I will abound in every good work. 
Amen. 

 

COLLECTIONS… 
 

As we are unable to take a collection, for those who normally donate during the service, 
please  
 

For members of St Mary Magdalene’s, Woodstock: 
 

1. Give regularly using the Parish Giving Scheme. Ring them on 0333 002 1271 during 
office hours with the St Mary Magdalene parish code of 270627292 and your bank 
details; 

2. One-off donation now online at Give a little 
https://givealittle.co/campaigns/a47c1a0c-0a6b-4ff0-962d-300b37daabf6 

3. Send a cheque to our treasurer, Aidan Salter, c/o The Rectory, Rectory Lane, 
Woodstock, OX20 1UQ made payable to “St Mary Magdalene”.  

 

For members of St Martin’s, Bladon: 
 

For those not already paying by Standing Order or the Parish Giving Scheme, please drop 
your envelopes off to:  
1. (if you live in Bladon) to the post box at The Old Malt House, Park Lane, Bladon; or   

(if you live in Woodstock) to 21 Plane Tree Way, Woodstock;  
  OR  
2. Make an electronic payment to a/c name: St Martin’s Church Bladon FWO; sort code: 

20 98 48; a/c no. 00343684  
 

We thank you for your ongoing generosity to the church – during this time 
of lockdown, even although our churches have to remain closed, our costs 
remain largely unchanged. 

https://givealittle.co/campaigns/a47c1a0c-0a6b-4ff0-962d-300b37daabf6
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The Gathering 
 

GREETING 
 

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 and the love of God 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
 be with you all. 
 And also with you. 

 
WELCOME and INTRODUCTION 

 
OPENING HYMN  
 

 

text: Jean Holloway b 1940 
tune: ‘Morning Light’ G J Webb (1803-1887) 
 

Stand up, stand up for Jesus, 
be counted as his own; 
his gospel of forgiveness 
he cannot spread alone. 
The love which draws us to him, 
he calls us out to share; 
he calls us to the margins 
to be his presence there. 
 
Stand up, stand up for Jesus, 
in faith, and hope be strong, 
stand firm for right and justice, 
opposed to sin and wrong. 
Give comfort to the wounded, 
and care for those in pain, 
for Christ, in those who suffer, 
is crucified again. 

Stand up, stand up for Jesus, 
who reigns as King of kings, 
be ready for the challenge 
of faith his kingship brings. 
He will not force obedience, 
he gives to each the choice 
to turn from all that’s holy, 
or in his love rejoice. 
 
Stand up, stand up for Jesus, 
give courage to the weak, 
be unashamed to follow, 
be bold his name to speak. 
Confront the cross unflinching, 
Christ’s love has set us free; 
he conquered death for ever 
and lives eternally. 
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GATHERING INTENTION 
 

We celebrate this Eucharist 
in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit,  
Amen.  

 
COLLECT FOR PURITY 
 

 

Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,  
and from whom no secrets are hidden:    
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

 
ACT OF PENITENCE 
 

Jesus says,  
‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’ 
So let us turn away from sin and turn to Christ, 
confessing our sins in penitence and faith. 

 

The kingdom is yours, 
but we turn away from your just rule: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

The power is yours, 
but we trust in our own power and strength: 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 

The glory is yours, 
but we fall short of the glory of God: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
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ABSOLUTION 
 

God, who is both power and love, 
forgive us and free us from our sins, 
heal and strengthen us by the Holy Spirit, 
and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord and King. 
Amen. 

 
GLORIA (Hebridean)     

 

text & arr’t: © 1994, Barbara Rusbridge 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

REFRAIN 
 

 
 

VERSES 
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COLLECT 
  

Let us pray. 
 

We spend a moment in silent prayer…  
 

Eternal Father, 
whose Son Jesus Christ ascended to the throne of heaven 
that he might rule over all things as Lord and King: 
keep the Church in the unity of the Spirit 
and in the bond of peace, 
and bring the whole created order to worship at his feet; 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 
 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 
 
 

 
 

 

READING                        Ezekiel 34.11-16, 20-24 
 

A reading from the book of the prophet Ezekiel: 
 

Thus says the Lord GOD:  
I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out.  
As shepherds seek out their flocks  
when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will seek out my sheep.  
I will rescue them from all the places to which they have been scattered  
on a day of clouds and thick darkness.  
I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, 
and will bring them into their own land;  
and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel,  
by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land.  
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I will feed them with good pasture,  
and the mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture;  
there they shall lie down in good grazing land,  
and they shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel.  
I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep,  
and I will make them lie down, says the Lord GOD.  
I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed,  
and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak,  
but the fat and the strong I will destroy.  
I will feed them with justice. 
 

Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them:  
I myself will judge between the fat sheep and the lean sheep.  
Because you pushed with flank and shoulder,  
and butted at all the weak animals with your horns  
until you scattered them far and wide, I will save my flock,  
and they shall no longer be ravaged;  
and I will judge between sheep and sheep. 
 

I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David,  
and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd.  
And I, the LORD, will be their God,  
and my servant David shall be prince among them;  
I, the LORD, have spoken. 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 95                                REMAIN SEATED 
 

text: based on Psalm 95 (the Venite); music: Marty Haugen; © GIA Publications 
 

 

REFRAIN 
 

 
 

VERSES 
 

You are a great and a wondrous God, 
cupping in your hands all the depths of earth. 
You made the hills and the mountains high, 

You made the seas and the dry land. 
 

Come, let us worship and bowing low, 
kneel before the One who has made us all. 

You are the God whom we call our own, 
we are the flock that you shepherd. 

 
O that today you would hear God's voice, 
'Harden not your hearts as in days of old. 

There in the desert you tested me, 
doubting although I had saved you.' 

 
Come, o come… 

 
   

 

 

 
 

 
We stand for the 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 

music: Michael Joncas; © 1990 GIA Publications Inc.                  
 
 

 
 

 
 

Alleluia… 

 
GOSPEL READING                                                 Matthew 25.31-46 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord.  

 

Jesus said to his disciples: 
‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory,  
and all the angels with him,  
then he will sit on the throne of his glory.  
All the nations will be gathered before him,  
and he will separate people one from another  
as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats,  
and he will put the sheep at his right hand  
and the goats at the left.  
 

Then the king will say to those at his right hand,  
“Come, you that are blessed by my Father,  
inherit the kingdom prepared for you  
from the foundation of the world;  

           You, Christ, are the King of glory,         the      eternal        Son    of   the Father. 
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for I was hungry and you gave me food,  
I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink,  
I was a stranger and you welcomed me,  
I was naked and you gave me clothing,  
I was sick and you took care of me,  
I was in prison and you visited me.”  

Then the righteous will answer him,  
“Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry  
and gave you food,  
or thirsty and gave you something to drink?  
And when was it that we saw you a stranger  
and welcomed you,  
or naked and gave you clothing?  
And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison 
and visited you?”  

 

And the king will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the 
least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.”  

 

Then he will say to those at his left hand,  
“You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the 
devil and his angels; for I was hungry and you gave me no food,  
I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink,  
I was a stranger and you did not welcome me,  
naked and you did not give me clothing,  
sick and in prison and you did not visit me.”  
 

Then they also will answer,  
“Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty  
or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?”  
 

Then he will answer them,  
“Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these,  
you did not do it to me.”  
 

And these will go away into eternal punishment,  
but the righteous into eternal life.’ 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you O Christ. 
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HOMILY 
 

Dr Alison Baverstock, Ordinand 
 

(followed by a moment of silence for reflection) 
 

 

 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God,  
the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
   

led by Jenifer Wates 



13 

 

 

 
EXCHANGE OF PEACE 
 

To crown all things there must be love, 
to bind all together and complete the whole. 
Let the peace of Christ rule in our hearts. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 

We meet in Christ’s name. 
Let us share his peace. 
 

We share a sign of Peace. 
 

 
 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 

During the Offertory Hymn, a collection would normally be taken and blessed at 
the altar.  Please see page 3 for details of how you can give today! 

 
 

OFFERTORY HYMN  
 

text: Omer Westendorf 1916-1997 
tune: ‘Kingsfold’ English folksong from ‘English Country Songs’ 1893 (harm R Vaughan Williams 1872-1958) 
 

As when the shepherd calls the sheep,  
they know and heed that voice, 
so when you call your family,  
we follow and rejoice. 
  You satisfy the hungry heart  
  with gift of finest wheat. 
  Come, give to us, O living Lord,  
  the bread of life to eat. 
 
With joyful lips we sing to you  
our praise and gratitude, 
that you should count us worthy friends,  
to share this heavenly food. 
       You satisfy the hungry heart… 
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The mystery of your presence here  
no mortal tongue can tell; 
whom all the world cannot contain  
comes in our hearts to dwell. 
  You satisfy the hungry heart… 
 
In gracious love you give yourself;  
then selfless let us be, 
to serve each other in your name  
in truth and charity. 
  You satisfy the hungry heart… 

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER             
 

Blessed be God, 
who enthrones us with Christ in the heavenly realms. 
May we feed upon the bread of God 
and drink the royal wine of heaven. 
Blessed be God for ever. 

 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 

The Lord is here  
God’s Spirit is with us.  
 

Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord.  
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give thanks and praise.  
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
holy Father, almighty and eternal God. 
For with the oil of gladness 
you have anointed Christ the Lord, your only Son, 
to be our great high priest and king of all creation. 
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As priest, he offered himself once for all upon the altar of the cross 
and redeemed the human race by this perfect sacrifice of peace. 
As king he claims dominion over all your creatures, 
that he may bring before your infinite majesty 
a kingdom of truth and life, 
a kingdom of holiness and grace, 
a kingdom of justice, love and peace. 
And so with angels and archangels 
and all the heavenly host, 
we proclaim your glory 
and join their unending hymn of praise: 

 
SANCTUS and BENEDICTUS 
 

music: James MacMillan; ©1997 Boosey & Hawkes 
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Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
and according to your holy will, 
these gifts of bread and wine may be to us  
the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 

In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many  
for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 

 

Great is the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
 

And so, Father,  
calling to mind his death on the cross, 
his perfect sacrifice  
made once for the sins of the whole world; 
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection  
and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, 
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
 

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
we bring before you this bread and this cup 
and we thank you for counting us worthy 
to stand in your presence and serve you. 
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Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
and gather into one in your kingdom 
all who share this one bread and one cup, 
so that we, in the company of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
Mary Magdalene, Martin and all the saints, 
may praise and glorify you for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours,  
almighty Father, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

Rejoicing in God’s presence here among us,  
let us pray as our Saviour has taught us: 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom,  
the power and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever.  
Amen. 

 
BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 

The priest breaks the consecrated bread. 
 

Holy Spirit, Lord of life,  
Live in us, that we might for ever live in Christ our Lord. 
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AGNUS DEI                            
 

Jesus, Lamb of God,  
have mercy on us. 
 

Jesus, bearer of our sins,  
have mercy on us. 
 

Jesus, redeemer of the world,  
grant us peace.      

 
THE COMMUNION 
 

We are invited to make a spiritual communion with God who comes to meet us 
wherever we are. There are no special words or prayers necessary for this. All the 
Church has ever thought necessary is a true desire to receive Christ, a lively faith 
in Christ, and a genuine love for Christ and his people.  However, if you wish to say 
a prayer, here is a suggestion: 
 

God of infinite mercy,  
we thank you for Jesus our Saviour,  
who feeds his people and gives them eternal life.  
Though we cannot consume the gifts of bread and wine,  
we thank you that we do receive Christ’s saving presence,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
and all other benefits of his passion.  
Grant that we may continue for ever  
in the Risen Life of our Saviour.  
Amen. 

 
COMMUNION HYMN   
 

text and music: Graham Kendrick (b. 1950) 
 

From heaven you came, helpless babe, 
entered our world, your glory veiled; 
not to be served, but to serve, 
and give your life that we might live. 
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This is our God, the Servant King, 
he calls us now to follow him, 
to bring our lives as a daily offering 
of worship to the Servant King. 

 
There in the garden of tears, 
my heavy load he chose to bear; 
his heart with sorrow was torn, 
'Yet not my will but yours,' he said. 
This is our God… 

Come see his hands and his feet, 
the scars that speak of sacrifice, 
hands that flung stars into space 
to cruel nails surrendered. 
This is our God… 

 
So let us learn how to serve, 
and in our lives enthrone him; 
each other's needs to prefer, 
for it is Christ we're serving. 
This is our God… 

 

 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Silence is kept.  
 

Stir up, O Lord, 
the wills of your faithful people; 
that they, plenteously bringing forth the fruit of good works, 
may by you be plenteously rewarded; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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BLESSING 

 

God the Father, 
who has given to his Son the name above every name, 
strengthen you to proclaim Christ Jesus as Lord. 
Amen. 
 

God the Son, 
who is our great high priest passed into the heavens, 
plead for you at the right hand of the Father. 
Amen. 
 

God the Holy Spirit, 
who pours out his abundant gifts upon the Church, 
make you faithful servants of Christ our King. 
Amen. 
 

And the blessing God: 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
be with you, those you love and for whom you pray 
this day and always. 
Amen. 

 
DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord: 
In the name of Christ: 
Amen.  
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CLOSING HYMN 
 

text: Michael Saward (b.1932) 
tune: ‘Guiting Power’ John Barnard (b. 1948) 
 

Christ triumphant, ever reigning, 
Saviour, Master, King! 
Lord of heaven, our lives sustaining, 
hear us as we sing: 
   Yours the glory and the crown, 
   the high renown, the eternal name! 
 

Word incarnate, truth revealing, 
Son of Man on earth! 
Power and majesty concealing 
by your humble birth: 
   Yours the glory 
 

Suffering servant, scorned, ill-treated, 
victim crucified! 
Death is through the cross defeated, 
sinners justified: 
   Yours the glory 
 

Priestly king, enthroned for ever 
high in heaven above! 
Sin and death and hell shall never 
stifle hymns of love: 
   Yours the glory 
 

So, our hearts and voices raising 
through the ages long, 
ceaselessly upon you gazing, 
this shall be our song: 
   Yours the glory 
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